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November is going to be here next week and that also means an end to the longest and 
most bewildering presidential election in my lifetime (maybe yours too).  I voted today 
and I hope you all have either already voted or are dedicated to voting on election day.  
It is not only our right but our duty to choose America’s next leaders.  No matter who 
you choose it is crucial that you cast your vote.  Please don’t let this opportunity pass 
you by.  Then come meet with WPAHU the next day at Catawba Country Club at 
11:30am we will have a wonderful program and I’m sure it will be one of the most in-
teresting monthly meetings of all time! 
 
We will be having Michael Keough as our program speaker.  He is the Executive Di-
rector of the NC Health Insurance Risk Pool which becomes effective January 1, 
2009.  I certainly hope you all will attend to refresh your memories on this valuable 
pool in our state and learn how this can help your clients.  Our meeting is being spon-
sored by ACS Benefit Services and we are very happy to have them with us as well. 
 
We will also be conducting our third public service project of the year!  We are having 
a blanket drive because “baby, it’s cold outside!”  Debbie Neely (WPAHU Public 
Service Chair) will be collecting blankets at the door of our next monthly meeting.  I 
hope you’ll go out and buy a few warm blankets or bring a few that are gently used 
from your home.  Please think of the people who are in need of the warmth that we all 
have in our homes.  There are many out there who cannot afford to turn on their heat 
yet; they are cold and we need to help them.  Please bring a 

few blankets to our 
monthly meeting on 
November 5th.  It will 
be greatly appreci-
ated! 
 
Don’t forget about 
our membership drive!  A free gas card 
awaits you if you are in the top 3 members 
who recruit new members and mentor them!  
If you have questions about the current mem-
bership contest please see Lori Alala 
(WPAHU Membership Chair) to find out 
how you can win! 
 
I look forward to seeing each and 
every one of you at our monthly meet-
ing on November 5th, at 11:30am at 
Catawba Country Club.  Thanks! 
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We as insurance agents, brokers, carrier representatives, and citizens of NC are all wanting to hear more on 
the North Carolina Health Insurance Risk Pool (NCHIRP) or otherwise known now as the Inclusive Health 
and who better to come and let us know than the Executive Director. We are privileged to have Michael  
Keough the Executive Director of the Inclusive Health Plan with us at our November meeting. He will 
enlighten us on how this plan works and how we need to continue with being the best in our position in ad-
vising our clients with this new state product. 
 
We are also welcoming Rich Harper and Lisa Scalzo with ACS Benefit Services as our sponsor for our  
November meeting. 
 
Hats off to Robert Paschal and his never ending legislative knowledge and for taking time to share it with 
us. Also, thanks goes out to candidate Wayne Goodwin for the visit to be with us at our luncheon. Special 
thank you to our sponsor United Healthcare, Jeff  Kristofak and Jeff  Soloday. 

Health Care Reform   
 
**Members of Congress are working on a new large -scale health care reform proposals to bring to the table in Janu-
ary. NAHU has been meeting with various key committee staff members to provide information and recommenda-
tions. Two Senators we should see legislation from shortly are Ted Kennedy (D-MA) who chairs the Health, Educa-
tion, Labor and Pensions Committee and Finance Committee Chair, Max Baucus (D-MT)  
 
**Senator Kennedy, who is suffering from a malignant brain tumor, has expressed a desire to see health care reform 
advance through Congress during the time he has left. Kennedy and his staff have recently assembled a coalition of 
consumer groups, insurers, business groups, and others (including NAHU), to work intensely over the next few weeks 
together and quickly come up with a consensus reform package that he intends to push through Congress as one of 
his last achievements. 
  
**Senator Baucus has announced his intention to release a bipartisan finance bill in mid-November. THE 111TH  
 
SESSION OF CONGRESS - AS NAHU SEES IT  
 
SCHIP  
 
Funding for SCHIP expired on Sept 30, 2007 but after months of debate and several vetoed pieces of legislation, 
Congress and President Bush agreed to temporarily extend SCHIP funding at FY 2007 levels. BROAD-SCALE  
 
HEALTH REFORM   
 
Likelihood of a comprehensive reform effort moving forward during this session of Congress is dependent on the re-
sults of both the Presidential and Congressional elections, as well as the stat of the U.  
S. Economy. 
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     Exciting times, and lots to talk about, so I’ll jump right in.  We were fortunate to have Robert Pascal at our last meeting.  He 
always give such insight as to what’s going on politically.  His presence at our meetings brings such value to us as Agents.  Also, 
Wayne Goodwin was at our meeting.  As you know, Mr. Goodwin is running for Insurance Commission for North Carolina.  His 
comments and presence were a true testament to what we as Health Underwriters can do.  This is the kind of value that WPAHU 
brings their membership.  If you’re not a member, Oh, what you are missing.  During Mr. Goodwin’s commentary, he stated that 
he is putting together two Agent Advisory Councils.  If you are interested in participating, I suggest you contact him- Wayne 
Goodwin [gwaynegoodwin@gmail.com].   
 
     We had several guest at our last meeting.  I have listed them below.  Also, Eddie Icard still 
leads our membership contest; however Debbie Neely and Phyllis Sweezy are quickly catching up.  
We did have two new members join at our last meeting.  Ryan Hawley with Lincoln National and  
Denise Arrowood from Wellpath.  Congratulations to you both, we are glad you are a part of our 
organization.   
 
     The Board voted on a discount program to be applied to any current Associate Members, 
Lapsed Members, or Prospective New Members.  We will be offering a $60 discount  off the mem-
bership price of $270 from Oct 1 to 12-1.  $60 is the current price for Associate Members and this 
cost will in essence be applied to the full price of $270 to lower it to $210 during this 60 day time 
period.  If you are a current Associate Member and you also attended the Hartford CE class follow-
ing the September meeting, WPAHU will also give you credit for the $30 CE fees charged for that 
class.  So, now’s your chance.  You could potentially be a member of WPAHU for $180!  What a 
deal, there is no  better time to join!  There is a membership application in this newsletter, so complete the application and for-
ward to me along with your check, or credit card authorization.  Send to lori@cfagroup.com as soon as possible. 
 
     I announced at the last meeting the BCBS is offering a $150 reimbursement for all True Blue Producers and a $250 reimburse-
ment for all Presidents Club Producers.  The form necessary to file for this reimbursement can be found on our website www.
WPAHU.org.  
 
Special thanks again to Robert Pascal and Wayne Goodwin for speaking at our meeting and Very Special thanks to our sponsor – 
United Health Care.   
 
Guests                                                 New Members 
Mandy Brinkerhoff – CFA              Denise Arrowood – WellPath 
Renee Smith – UHC                          Ryan Hawley – Lincoln National 
Jeff Soladay – UHC 
Robert Pascal – NCAHU Lobbyst 
Sharon Harmon Butts – UHC 
Jim Deese – NCAHU Secretary 
Kim Pugh - UHC 

 
 

 

ATTENTION……..ALL NEW MEMBERS 
 

Lori Alala will be holding new member orienta-
tion immediately following all regular  

meetings. 

 * If you are interested in becoming a  
 member of WPAHU you can get an  
 application form the attachment in the  
 newsletter email. 


