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WPAHU Leaders were successful in meeting with legislators for our district in 
Raleigh this month during NCAHU Day on the Hill.  It is so important that we 
make sure to stay in front of our elected officials so that they understand how 
healthcare reform affects us.  Next stop…Washington, DC!  NAHU’s Capitol 
Conference is next week and Lori Alala, Jeff Kristofak, Eddie Icard, Ellen 
Vickers, Mel Schlesinger and myself are all going to Washington, DC to talk 
with members of Congress.  We have an appointment with Congressman Pat-
rick McHenry on Tuesday March 31st to talk with him about our chapter of 
NAHU and what we as members are doing to educate the public about our cur-
rent healthcare system and what we can do to reduce the cost of healthcare. 
 
April is just around the corner and the NCAHU Symposium will happen April 
20-22nd, 2009.  If you have not registered it is not too late!  Please go to 
www.ncahu.org and click on the Symposium link to get registered.  If you 
don’t do that you can also pay at the door.  You’ll receive 12 hours worth of 
continuing education and get to network with every carrier that matters in this 
industry!  Also if you are a young agent (if you’re under 40 years old) there 
will be a reception help during Symposium to promote our Under Forty Coun-
cil and its efforts to recruit new young agents into our profession.  If you were 
there last year, it was so fun and you won’t want to miss this year either! 
 
Ellen Vickers and Aimee Carlotto are working hard to put together our Paceset-
ter Award submission and we want you to come by for the “blessing of the 
book” on April 3rd, 2009 by noon before we send it off.  So, come by Carolina 
First Associates in Hickory to see this year’s version of WPAHU’s Pacesetter 
Award book and give us your blessing on it before it is sent to NAHU! 
 
We’ll see you at Catawba Country Club on April 1st, 2009 (bring a good April 
Fool’s joke) at 11:30am for our monthly meeting and luncheon.  Be well until 
then! 

������������	
��
��������������	������������������� ���������
	��
��������������
�������������������������������� �� �������!��

������������������� "#�$�����
�������
����%�
����� ���
����

&���
��
�
�'���
������
�

�
����������������������� ����������� �
�
�

���
���

���
���

�
�

��
��

��
��

�	
�


��
��

�

��

��
	


�	
��

��
��

��

�

��
��

�

��

��
	�

��
�

�
����������	�


���
��������������



��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������	
���

�����
��
��������� �������������������������������������������������������������������������

 

�
�
�
�
�
�������
��������	����
�
���������	

����
�����
����������������
�
�������	��	

���
�������������������
�
������	
�		��	

���
���������������
�

������	

���
�����
���������������
�
�

�	����	�	��
�������	��	��

�����
�����������	
��
����	��������������
���	�����������	��	�������	��	����
��
�
�	
	�����	���������	��������
�����
�

ATTENTION…….ALL NEW MEMBERS 
 

Lori Alala will be holding new member  
orientation immediately following  

all regular meetings.   

We will have our 50/50 raffle to sup-
port HUPAC.  Thanks for your con-
tribution in advance. Please bring 

cash or a personal check.  
Business checks are not permitted. 

 

 

�
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Now that we have sprung into action with our 
groups from our March meeting, maybe we need to 
be “showered” in April with some information on 
the new legislation with the SCHIP plans.  Join me 
in welcoming David Smith, MSW, Director of the 
Burke County Department of Social Services.  He 
will be coming to share his wealth of knowledge 
and new information they have so far on the new 
SCHIP plans.  You will not want to miss this one!  
Aaron Norman with Reliance will be sponsoring our 
meeting and we always appreciate all of our spon-
sors and what they do for our association.  Thank 
you Aaron! 

      
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank Victoria Martin with Martin 

Starnes & Associates for speaking at our meeting last month and 
also for sending each member a newsletter filled with great eco-
nomic information.   Once again our March sponsor was J. J. 
Summerell with Easy Benefit Statements and Worksite Insight. 

�	
�	��������
��
	��
�����������
���



  Day on the Hill was a great success.  The Event began with an afternoon of informa-
tive Speakers.  The most notable were Commissioner Wayne Goodwin, NCDOI Legis-
lative Counsel Rose Vaughn Williams, and Michael Keough with an update on Inclu-
sive Health.  The following morning, there was a Breakfast held for Legislators and 
morning meetings with various Representatives.  Eddie Icard and I met with 2 of our 
elected officials, Senator Austin Allran and Representative Edgar Starnes.  We had pro-
ductive meetings with both Legislators and discussed some pending legislation.  They 
both were supportive of our cause.  I have listed the specific legislative topics below. 
  
     Congratulations to Debbie Neely, for securing one new member, Sue Ruda from 
Wellpath, and Jacky Baker for recruiting two new members, Tim Huffman and Tony 
Huffman.  Thanks for all your efforts to recruit new members and enjoy those gift 
cards!!  Also, please be sure to welcome Sue, Tony, and Tim, at our next meeting.   
      

This week I will be traveling to Washington DC along with Cristy Gupton, Eddie 
Icard, and Jeff Kristofak. We will be attending NAHU’s Capitol Conference.  This is 
one of the best Conferences that NAHU hosts.  I am excited about the opportunity to 
learn more about the happenings on Capitol Hill as they relate to our Industry.  On 
Tuesday, 3-31, we will be meeting with Congressman Patrick McHenry to discuss on-
going concerns.  We’ll give an update in the newsletter next month.   

 
Thank you for your participation in supporting our Industry through your involvement 
and membership in Health Underwriters.  We need your participation and support now 
more than ever.  We have a voice and collectively, it can be heard.  Have a great week! 
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 Pending Legislation 
 
HB 212 – Health Insurance Pilot Program. 
Rep. Bruce Goforth (D-Asheville), Chairman of the House Insurance Committee, introduced this leg-
islation with 16 other sponsors.  It would permit the creation of association health plans on a pilot ba-
sis over a four-year period of time.  
We have long been on record as opposing association health plans, and are not in support of this leg-
islation.  NCAHU is opposed to adopting this legislation. 
 
HB 14 – Chiropractic Services/Insurance 
This bill addresses copayments for chiropractic services and would forbid health insurers from impos-
ing copayments for these services that are higher than those charged for the services of a primary care 
physician.  Representatives Cullie Tarleton (D-Blowing Rock) and Bruce Goforth (D-Asheville) are 
the primary sponsors of this legislation.  
NCAHU does not consider this a significant issue, but would represent an expansion of coverage that 
could cause premium rates to increase.  In today’s economic environment, rate stability is more im-
portant than ever.  
 
SB 88 – Health Insurance Tax Deduction 
This bill would allow a taxpayer to deduct any amount paid for health insurance coverage for the tax-
payer of his or her dependents for which the taxpayer did not receive a deduction or credit under the 
tax code.  It is sponsored by Sen. Jerry Tillman (R-Archdale).  This measure would make health in-
surance more affordable than it would otherwise be, and is therefore laudable.  Note, however, that 
the State has a severe budgetary shortfall, and as a result this bill could be a tough sell.   
 
Stranger Originated Life Insurance (STOLI) 
The North Carolina Association of health Underwriters, the National Association of Insurance and 
Financial Advisors – North Carolina, the Depart of Insurance and the American Council of Life In-
surers all support legislation to eliminate the sales of life insurance policies in cases where a 
“stranger” convinces an older, affluent individual to take out a life insurance policy where the policy 
proceeds would benefit the “stranger” rather than any legitimate beneficiaries the insured might have.  
This unsavory practice goes by the acronym “STOLI” and prohibitions on it are gaining momentum 
across the country.   
The Representatives we met with were not in favor of this type of legislation. 
 
 
This information was taken directly from the North Carolina Association of Health Underwriters 
handout at Day on the Hill.  For more information, you can research each Bill by number or go to 
www.ncahu.org. 
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